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ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-04 

RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 SAM-01 SCSE-00 SCA-01 A-01 

OPR-02 SY-10 FRB-02 TRSE-00 EB-11 COME-OO DRC-01 

PPTE-00 /1 12 W 

038853 

O R 01 1900Z FEB 74 
FM AMCONSUL SAO PAULO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4905 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
AMCONSUL RIO DE JANEIRO 

UNCLAS SAO PAULO 0206 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SOCI, BR 

SUBJECT: SAO PAULO OFFICE BUILDING FIRE 

FIRE GUTTED UPPER 16 FLOORS OF 26 FLOOR "JOELMA" OFFICE 
BUILDING IN DOWNTOWN SAO PAULO THIS MORNING WITH 67 KNOWN 
DEAD, INCLUDING ONE AMERICAN, AS OF 3 P.M. BUILDING 
SERVED AS HEADQUARTERS FOR THE CREFISUL FINANCIAL GROUP IN 
WHICH THE FIRST NATIONAL CITY BANK OF NEW YORK HAS A 45 
PERCENT INTEREST. OF THE 6 AMERICANS WORKING FOR CREFISUL, 
ONE IS KNOWN TO BE DEAD, MR. WILLIAM FRANZ WILLIAMS. 

BANK HAS ALREADY NOTIFIED HIS NEXT OF KIN. THE REMAINING 
5 AMERICANS, ARE NOT YET ACCOUNTED FOR BUT IT IS BELIEVED 
THAT NOT ALL OF THEM WERE IN THE BUILDING AT THE TIME 
THE FIRE STARTED. ORIGIN OF FIRE UNDETERMINED ALTHOUGH 
PRESS REPORTS STATE IT BEGAN IN BUILDING'S AIR CONDITIONING 
SYSTEM ON THE LOWER FLOORS. AS OF 3 PM SAO PAULO TIME 
TODAY THERE WERE 67 CONFIRMED DEATHS. FLAMES WERE 
EXTINGUISHED ABOUT NOON TIME AND FIREMEN ARE NOW IN 
PROCESS OF SEARCHING BUILDING FOR OTHER VICTIMS. 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 
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Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974SAOPA00206 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: SAO PAULO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 
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Line Count: 61 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
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Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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Previous Channel Indicators: 
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Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: kelleywO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 FEB 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
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